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With the rise in UKIP support and the defection of two Tory MPs, Sajjad has said the need for the Conservative Party to maintain dis-

cipline and play to its strengths is critical. He understands that there is anger against the European Union, not helped by recent   

demands by the Commission for Britain to pay £1.7bn following a reassessment of the recovering British economy, but he has 

warned that the Conservative Party must not become a UKIP proxy. 
 

Speaking in Brussels, Sajjad said: “It is vital that the Conservative Party does not pander to UKIP pressure and maintains its position 

to reform the EU and its institutions. This must be done through cooperation, not isolation. 

“Of course, the way in which the £1.7bn bill was sprung on the UK was undoubtedly wrong and was described by the PM as 

“appalling”. There is good reason to feel aggrieved by the Commission’s tactics. But the Prime Minister and Osborne were right to 

challenge it and fight for the best possible deal for the UK. 
 

“The recent by-election result in Rochester proves that UKIP is taking votes from across the political spectrum, many from protest 

voters who don’t necessarily subscribe to their policies. 
 

“It is vital that as Conservatives we should not be drawn into the hubris and hysteria of UKIP populism. We must play to our 

strengths and present to the electorate our many successes in Government, such as the economy, in the build-up to next May. 
 

“Yes, the Conservative Party is a broad church encompassing a wide variety of views but we abandon the centre-right at our peril. 

With it, we would also be surrendering the support of the majority of the British electorate.” 
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Sajjad and fellow Conservative MEPs have reaffirmed their commitment to the EU
Partnership (TTIP), which has the potential to be worth billions of pounds to the UK and become the biggest trade deal in the
world.  
 
The Prime Minister has recently pledged to put 

continue to play key role working in partnership with the UK Government in driving forward the negotiations.
 

Sajjad, who has always been a huge advocate of bringing down the barriers to trade and has himself worked on a number of 

free trade agreements, said:  
 

“The European Commission estimates that a comprehensive deal with the US would benefit the EU to the tune of 
which translates on average to an extra £433 in disposable income each year for a family of four in the North West of Eng-

land.  
 

“Although the European Union and the United States are each other's main trading partners and enjoy the largest bilateral 
trade relationship in the world, the trading relationship still suffers from numerous obstacles, preventing it reaching its f

potential to provide growth and jobs.
 

“David Cameron’s backing demonstrates his commitment to improving the British economy and to a deal that can benefit 

the economy of the whole EU by £100 billion a year. 
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SAJ WELCOMES EU SUPPORT FOR BRITISH BUSINESS BANK 

The EU Commission recently announced its support for UK Government’s new British Business Bank 

(BBB), which will give small businesses in the UK greater access to finance programmes.  A new 
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